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Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes Baptism Welcome Package 

Introduction 

Congratulations! We are so grateful to celebrate this moment with your family as you seek out baptism for 

your child. We as a parish community are here to support you in this journey and celebrate with you as you 

ask God’s Church for baptism and pledge to raise your child in the family of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Baptism is the first of the seven Sacraments of the Church. Baptism is the sacrament where an individual is 

Baptized with water with the invocation “I Baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit”. This action washes away Original Sin and welcomes the newly baptized into the life of God 

and His Church. 

Becoming Part of Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes 

Baptism creates an addition to your family. With the Sacrament of Baptism, the Church welcomes you to 

join our family and extends our support and appreciation. It is important that when you Baptize your child 

your family is also registered with the Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes. Please visit our website at: 

https://elginrcparishes.ca/parish-registration to complete your families Parish Registration before meeting 

with the Baptism Coordinator.  

Baptism Preparation 

As part of our Baptism preparation process, once you have submitted the online form you will meet with our 

Baptism Coordinator (in person or online via Zoom) to complete an Intake Form that will go through 

important information such as the name of your child, their date of birth, parental information, and 

godparent information. Please read through the information provided in this package as it will assist you in 

selecting Godparents. We ask parents to have reviewed upcoming Baptism dates within our Family of 

Parishes and come prepared with one or two options.  

Parents are required to participate in our preparation course that is offered multiple times during the year 

prior to the scheduled Baptism. Please see the parish website for dates of Baptism Preparation classes. 

Currently due to the pandemic all classes are being held online. 

Elgin Roman Catholic Family of Parishes Baptism Schedule 

1st Sunday of the Month at Our Lady of Sorrows (After Mass) 

2nd Sunday of the Month at St. Anne's (After Mass) 

3rd Sunday of the Month at St. Mary’s (After Mass) 

Baptisms can be booked at any of the above listed locations within our family of parishes regardless of 

where you normally attend Mass. If you have not yet been connected with our family of parishes, we invite 

you to come to Mass we look forward to meeting you and your family! Specific upcoming dates are 

available on our website.  

 

https://elginrcparishes.ca/parish-registration
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Selecting God Parents 

Selecting a God parent for your child is a very big decision that requires thoughtful consideration. We invite 

you to discuss with your potential Godparents prior to meeting with our Baptism Coordinator as we do 

collect information at the first meeting. The title “Godparent” is not an honorary title but a job description 

and a responsibility. Godparents are, along with you, a child’s guide on the Catholic Christian life’s journey. 

They will help shape your child’s faith by sharing their own. You will therefore want to choose people whose 

own baptismal commitment is firm and whose love for God and neighbor is generous. At least one 

Godparent is needed for a child’s baptism. If two godparents are selected, they must be one male and one 

female. Both Godparents need to be Christian. At least one of those needs to be a practicing Catholic, the 

other may be a practicing, Christian. The following are the requirements for individuals who undertake the 

role of Godparent for Baptism: 

✓ At least 16 years of age 

✓ Received the Sacrament of Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation in the Catholic Church. 

✓ Practicing Catholic 

✓ If married, married in the Catholic Church 

✓ Is not the mother or father of the one to be Baptized. 

✓ A member of a non-Catholic community may serve as Christian Witness for Baptism only together 

with a Catholic Sponsor who fulfills all the above requirements. 

*In exceptional circumstances where the God parents is unable to be present at baptism, it is possible for 

the godparent to be represented at the Baptism by a 'proxy'. 

Additional Frequently Asked Questions 

Who can be baptized? 

Traditionally infants are baptized shortly after birth; however, any person seeking conversion can be 

baptized. Children need to have a Catholic parent in order be baptized and raised in the Catholic faith. 

Who may baptize my Child? 

The ordinary minister of Baptism is a bishop, priest, or deacon. 

Can our child be baptized in a parish if we do not live within the parish boundaries? 

Baptism, like all of the sacraments, is a celebration of a living relationship with God and with the local 

believing community, the parish. The sacraments are celebrations of our Church and, as such, are normally 

celebrated in the parish where the family resides or is registered and normally worships. 

How do we arrange to have our child baptized in a parish other than our home parish? 

If, for a good pastoral reason (for example, so extended family may attend), parents wish to have their child 

baptized in another parish, they need to approach the Pastor of that parish to ask if he is willing to baptize 

their child. A letter of permission to have the baby baptized elsewhere must be obtained from the Pastor of 

the parish where the family usually worships. Baptism preparation may take place in either of the parishes. 
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Can our child be baptized if we're not practicing Catholics? 

Baptism is more than a rite of passage for a child or a washing away of original sin. Baptism is a sharing in 

the life of the risen Christ. Baptism is also the first step of initiation into the Christian community. During the 

Rite of Baptism, parents promise to raise their child in the practice of the faith. Parents who are not 

practicing members of the community may be asked to delay the Baptism of their child until they have 

reestablished that connection with their parish community. 

Can we baptize our child if we are not married? 

Not married in the Church? Your child's Baptism and your marriage are two separate issues. As long as 

you are committed to raising your child as a Catholic, he/she may celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism and 

be welcomed into the Catholic Church. 

Does our child have to be baptized to attend a Catholic school? 

The London District Catholic School Board school board requires proof of one parent's Catholic Baptism if 

the child has not been baptized. Baptism is the first sacrament of initiation therefore required for reception 

of any other sacraments (e.g., first communion). Baptism is never to be seen to enroll in a Catholic school. 


